EMS Committee of the Fire Chief’s Association of Broward County, Inc.
Oct 8, 2020
Present: No attendance taken via Zoom.
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Daniel Moran - Meeting called to order 09:02

Review and approval of Minutes - Approved
Motion: Dr. Menendez	
Second: Dr. Cunha

PRESENTATION: None
Old Business: Dean Powell thanked the group for assisting with student reintegration.

	GRANTS: Alison - The Grant Committee met yesterday via Skype. We received 4 projects requesting funding for the 2021 EMS Trust Fund Grant. The Committee recommended that all 4 be partially funded. This is still contingent on the EMS Council, Board of County Commissioners, and State Florida Department of Health. Two of the four projects are county wide and will potentially benefit everyone. They include the First There First Care EMS Conference and Pre-hospital Education with an emphasis on advanced airway. We will discuss further if/when we have final approval.

MISC: The Governor has issued Executive Order 20-246 that allows local governments to continue to hold government meetings virtually through October 30, 2020. He also announced to prepare to have physical meetings starting November 1. 

Reminder: If your Agency has leadership changes (including Medical Direction), please notify Alison Zerbe so that your COPCN file can be properly updated.

	TRAUMA MANAGEMENT UPDATE: The next Trauma Systems Quality Improvement Committee meeting is Thursday, October 15 9:00AM via Skype. The agenda has been set for this upcoming meeting but if you’d like to have any trauma related subjects discussed at further meetings, please contact Alison Zerbe to arrange that.

	BROWARD REGIONAL EMS COUNCIL:  We will have a special EMS Council meeting on Thursday, October 29 1:30PM via Skype to discuss the Grant Committee’s recommendations. If you are a voting member of the EMS Council, please try to attend this meeting as a quorum is required to move forward with the Grant application approval. The following are vacancies on the EMS Council: Law Enforcement Union Representative, Fire and Paramedic Union Representative, ALS- Private Provider, American Red Cross and Several Commissioner Appointed vacancies.
If you are interested in filling one of these vacancies, please contact Alison Zerbe.

	CISM/BHAP: No formal report given. Moving forward DC Ezra Lubow will be our liaison for the Health and Safety Subcommittee and will provide report on BHAP/CISM. 

	FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH:  Current situation data: Florida: 726,013 cases in Florida with 14,904 resident and 186 non-resident deaths. Broward County: There are 78,614 positive cases of COVID-19 reported in Broward County.  There have been 1,443 deaths and 5,945 resident and 79 non-resident cumulative hospitalizations. Schools and Institutions of Higher Education: Case investigations and contact tracing continues to date: 155 Daycares, 25 Camps, 2 Youth Sport Teams, 4 Adult Daycares, 20 Private Schools, 3 Charter Schools and 3 public Schools. Six of the schools had subsequent cases after their first case (not counted twice in the 26 total) 311 continues to address general COVID-19 calls and refer to DOH-Broward Call Center as appropriate. 

COVID-19 Testing: Total Testing 10/07/20: 2,577 

Currently serving on the State Vaccine Planning Workgroup.  Jurisdictional plan for the State of Florida is drafted and being routed for edits.  Plan is due to CDC by Friday, 10/16/20. 6 or 7 vaccines in clinical trials; most likely first vaccine will require ultra-low freezer.  Initial priority groups are first responders, hospitals, long term care and assisted living facilities among others.  State is also working on plan to address multiple vaccines becoming available at or near the same time, some with regular vaccine refrigeration/freezer storage.

*Link to the ultra-low freezer emailed to group. Please let Daniel Moran know if you didn’t receive this email and he will resend. * 

	Broward Healthcare Coalition: Kelly Keys:  
· Call for Projects is out. 
· Survey for ALS Competition Teams has been sent out.
· Pediatric transport seat is potential project with FLFR as lead.
· Higher percentage because of increased meetings - 73% is new attendance requirement for 2020. Previous contracts has been completed.

	MEDICAL ISSUES UPDATE:  
a. Protocols: Nothing new to report.
b. EMS Training: Moving forward, a brief 5-10 minute training presentation will occur with assistance from Dr. Pepe. 
c. Community Para medicine: Sunrise: Lt. Clare Pocknee discussed the beginning of a Tri-County committee.   Lt. Pocknee can be reached at: cpocknee@sunrisefl.gov or 954-746-3406
Vision: A group of professionals engaged in Community Paramedicine (or MIH), in Broward County and adjoining regions, meeting on an online platform to share resources.
Goal: Share ideas, best practices, solutions, data and resources to improve CRR in their community
How: Facebook/Google Groups (closed and monitored)
d. Infection Control: Steven Carter. Nothing to report. 
e. EMS Conference Committee Report: FTFC postponed until June 13 2021. Any payments for vendors or competitors will be rolled to 2021 unless requests for refund.  Grant funds were rolled over into 2021 and more funds can be requested from the grant process
f. Medical Issues Liaison Report:   Dr Cunha. Nothing new to report. 
g. EMD Update: Dr. Roach discussed the P36 calls and that Aspirin might not be recommended PTA of Fire Rescue for chest pain complaints. Aspiring diagnostic tool is now being used with P36. P36 is trending down. Red lights and sirens usage was also brought up and Chief DiBernardo discussed review of priority response. QA modification of call response. Print out of all codes Omega, Alpha an Charlie.

	h. DOH AND STATE LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Jaime Greene – Nov. 16th virtual state meeting. 


New Business: Chief Weiner: Protection Patient Access to Emergency Medications of 2017: Almost 3 years after the ‘‘Protecting Patient Access to Emergency Medications Act of 2017’’was passed, the DEA has published proposed rules to implement the law. They are accepting comments on the proposed rules until December 4. Electronic comments may be submitted or written comments must be postmarked on or before December 4, 2020. Individuals may submit their own comments as well. 
Here is a link to the Federal Register Notice: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-10-05/pdf/2020-21675.pdf

BSO DC Clark discussed Air Rescue 85 and whole blood. Both airframes are flight ready and in service 24/7. “Flight” cards are being distributed to assist with landing zone classes and familiarization.

Dr. Antevy discussed a virtual program that is being developed with free access to assist with paramedic renewal CEUs. More information will come next month.

Hollywood ADC Serrao discussed recent challenges with interfacility transport. Policies for transport were shared and suggestions obtained from the group on handling.

American Heart Association 2020 guideline release was virtual on October 21st. Go to this site for information: https://cpr.heart.org/en/resuscitation-science/cpr-and-ecc-guidelines
Old Business:  Student rider reintegration.
Adjourned at 10:36 A.M. 

