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Meeting Minutes of 
Fire Chiefs Association of Broward County –July 3, 2025

I. Meeting was called to order at 11:45 a.m. by Chief Torres

A. Chief Torres welcomed the members to the new FCABC lunch meeting format 

II. Pledge of Allegiance and prayer done and Chaplain Calderin acknowledge the passing of Father Perkins

III. Presentations 

A. Memorial Initiative honoring BC Jackson – by Chief Whitehorne 
1. Finding a way to memorialize BC Jackson and making a lasting tribute 
2. Proposed site for the memorial in Deerfield Beach Fire Station 102 was approved
3. Non-profit organization was created and is raising money for a $450,000 goal
4. Request donation from FCABC and was invited to submit the donation application process and submit it to the FCABC Board for review 

IV. Partners Reports:

A. AMERICAN RED CROSS (ARC): Nickolyn Crosby, Disaster Program Manager
1. June cases/events – 20 and over $15,715 is assistance

B. Office of Emergency Management: - Craig Hall / Clay Pacheco/ Nixsa Serrano 
1. Full scale exercise to take place on 7/30 with full level one activation of EOC
2. Continues to work on FIFA event
3. Broward Incident Management Team (IMT) initiative to assist municipalities / cities in case of an emergency event; update provided 
4. Ready Op grants submission to provide licenses to each County to be able to continue to utilize the system 
5. Update on family reunification plan and funding 
6. Fort Lauderdale thanked EM Clay Pacheco for the assistance and collaboration with the FLL EOC at the eye of the storm event and Panthers Parade 

C. Broward County Public Schools:  – Chief Almaguer
1. School panic button system testing is on 6/15; each teacher and administrative staff member will have a panic button 
2. 31 out of 32 high schools have completed a DAQ test (BDA Necessity)s have been tested 
3. BCPS new Safety Director

D. Broward Health Care Coalition:  – Reshena Clark/Kelly Keys 
1. State contracts funding good through 2026
2. Projects are on hold and funding has been cut by 30% in Florida  

D.  Department of Health / Broward County:  – Terri Sudden
1. No report 

E. Florida Forest Service:  – Tim Abramczyk, Forestry
1. No report 

F. OMETS: - Alison Zerbe
1. Update on State-level grant processes and Broward County's emergency transport ordinance.
2. Grant Funding Delays: the grant process has changed at the state level; while a check for a $75,000 grant has been received, the funds cannot yet be distributed because permission has not been granted
3. Proposed Ordinance for Small Businesses: A motion was passed on May 6th to draft an ordinance creating a new Class 6 certificate of public convenience and necessity (COPCN) for small businesses in emergency transport
4. Potential "Patient Choice" Ordinance: Another significant motion passed to draft an ordinance that would allow patients to choose their transport destination, even if it's not the closest facility. This change is still in the drafting phase and will be subject to a public hearing later in the year, likely in late August, September, or October. This is a crucial change that will affect how agencies operate.
5. Trauma Meeting: A trauma meeting is scheduled for 7/17 at the ME's office.

E. REHAB/CANTEEN: Shaya Gutleizer / Gilbert Torres
1. 24 calls assisted in June
2. YTD a total of 135 runs in 23 events

V. [bookmark: _Hlk536520545]Secretary’s Report:  – Chief Rodriguez, PPFD
A. Chief Rodriguez was not in attendance, but May Minutes were reviewed; Chief Torres requested a motion to approve 

MOTION to approve May’s meeting minutes was made by Chief Nugent and seconded by Chief Botting. All in favor.

VI. TREASURERS REPORT –Chief Lorenzo, Margate FR
A. Chief Lorenzo submitted the Treasurer’s report and all is balanced

MOTION to approve Treasurer’s report made by Chief Botting and seconded by Chief Pingol.  All in favor.

VII. 2nd VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  – Chief Gonzalez, Davie FR 
A. Update on the Rock the Climb event on 9/11at the Hard Rock 
B. The event serves as a reminder to prioritize health and the importance of getting regular physical

VIII. 1st VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  - Chief Torres, Lauderhill FR
A. Meetings will now be held every other month at 11:30 AM, with lunch provided. This change was based on a unanimous vote from community partners and was implemented to better accommodate schedules

IX. [bookmark: _Hlk123909861]PRESIDENT REPORT:  – Chief Krivjanik, Oakland Park FR 
A. Not in attendance. Chief Levy’s award will be presented at the next meeting

X. Standing Committee Reports 
A. CERT: - Van Schoen, Chair 
1. Reminder that we are 60 days into hurricane season 
2. Subcommittee report uploaded on the website
[bookmark: _Hlk108692466]
B. CADET & EXPLORER:  – Van Schoen and Chief Moser 
1. Report uploaded 

C. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT: Kimberly Spill-Cristiano, Van Schoen 
1. Report uploaded to the website
 
D. EMS: - Chief Arbos, Sunrise FR
1. Update on the Quad County EMS meeting highlighting the advanced state of EMS in South Florida compared to the rest of the country
2. A meeting key update was the reinstatement of the bariatric truck service in Broward County, led by the BSO; procedures for its use will be circulated soon
3. Another major topic was the Pulsara system

E. FIRE PREVENTION: - Chief Almaguer, Pembroke Pines FR
1. FCABC is working with ORCAT to finalize letter regarding fire chiefs’ position on WI-FI signaling 
2. Matt Newman is new president elected for the FIABC
3. The State Fire Marshal’s office has requested the fire department report all lithium-ion battery fires to them
4. Several key meetings schedule update 
5. Scholarships applications update

F. FIRST THERE FIRST CARE: Chief Draizin, BSOFR
1. 2025 Conference was a success with 2,100 people in attendance and 32 states showing significant growth year after year
2. Organizers will need additional volunteers and support in various areas
3. The financial conference report is not yet available; the next meeting is this month 

G. HAZMAT/SPECIAL OPS:  – Chief Nugent, Broward Sherriff Office FR
1. Hurricane deployment drill is being coordinated to address:
a. Communications 
b. Logistical needs 
c. DEMS class coordination for reporting deployments expecting to get reimbursed 
d. TRT Teams to remain on hazmat calls supporting Task Force 2
2. Looking for someone to lead the Mustache competition this year 

H. New MOBILE INTEGRATED HEALTHCARE:  – Talia Hunter, Nana Vega 
1. FTFC Conference participation was a success and attendance for the MIH CP portion has standing room attendance
2. BSO will be joining with their community paramedic program 
3. Overdose and action grants assistance; please contact Talia or Nana

I. MUTUAL AID COMMUNICATIONS:  –Chief Pingol, FLL FR, Chief Moser, CS FD
1. Update on the new E911 system 
2. MDT trial update 
3. TAC 14 is the official marine channel for offshore vessel to vessel communication 
4. Table Command Integration has hit a snag; a meeting is scheduled to discuss alternative solutions to resolve the issue 
5. ORT updates: 
a. vehicle vs pedestrian call types 
b. ORCAT data discrepancies update
6. FUR calls on I-95 and dispatch protocol update 
7. Update on MA Agreements for streamlining the process of loaning vehicles during emergencies / events 

J. PIO: - Michael Kane, BSO FR
1. No report

K. SAFETY & HEALTH: - Chief Cinque, Chief Botting FLL FR
1. H&S Conference to be held on Oct. 20-22 at the Margaritaville Resort 

L. - CHAPLAIN: Michael Calderin / Ron Perkins, Chaplain
1. Update on memorial services for Father Ron Perkins and a celebration of life at the Sanctuary Church and mass
2. Update on Chaplain services and/or event coverage, please contact Chaplain Calderin who will arrange coverage 

M. SUPPORT SERVICES: Zachary Roseboom, CSFR
1. No report 

N. TRAINING: - Chief Rodriguez, Margate FR
1. No report  

XI. Old Business 
A. None 

XII. New Business 
A. Donations for expenses for Perkins transfer and funeral cost will be appreciated by the family. 
B. The FCABC Board will donate toward Father Perkins funeral costs and process after discussion with the Executive Board.  No motion was passed on this matter.
 
XIII. GOOD AND WELFARE: 
A. A Representative from Broward County FF Professional Benevolent Assoc. to announce the upcoming Fishing Tournament; flyers distributed


· The meeting was adjourned at 12: 40 AM
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